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Graduation - FSU 
May 31, 1958 
R.M. Strozier, Pres. 

My appearance here this evening as your speaker is the 

result of an invitation from the officers of the senior class. 

I was and am flattered by the invitation and I have successfully 

refrained from contemplating whether or not there is any con-

nection between the invitation and the well-established fact 

that I do not make long speeches. When we administrators 

receive any commendation from students, we are inclined to 

reflect benignly on what good taste our students exhibit. 

Since it is my privilege to preside on this auspicious occa-

sion, and there is no formal introduction to remind you that your 

president has earned his union card through hard work, I reflected 

on the kind of introduction which might be given if we followed 

the line of some of the more sensational journalists who must find 

an interesting angle to every story. I once delivered newspapers 

when I was a boy, so one might play up the angle that a newsboy 

becomes a university president. More interesting perhaps is the 

fact that I once milked a cow every day for several years. Cow-

hand becomes university president is different and has an angle. 

There are other possible variations on this theme which I shall 

conveniently omit. 

I tis not m yin ten t ion tot ell you t o~ hat com men c e men t 

means the real beginning rather than the end of your education; 
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nor to remind you of the hazards which you face in a world torn 

by conflict and misunderstanding; nor to discuss the implications 

of S put n i k 0 ned u cat ion i nth e f u t u r e; on 0 r tor e min d you t hat a s 

university graduates you are among the chosen few who now 

assume the leadership of a new generation. 

It is, rather, my intention to recount some of the things I 

hope you have learned at the Florida State University and remind 

you why you should be proud to be a graduate of this institution. 

I was impressed recently when I heard a student praise 

one of his former professors for having taught him three things: 

the meaning of complete honesty; freedom from bias and preju

dice; and how to live life to the hilt. 

The old adage, Honesty is the best policy, seems to suggest 

that the rising young executive will follow a course of honesty 

because he will hence rise faster and more securely. It is the 

opposite in tone to the admonition of Polonius to his son, To 

thine ownself be true. Neither fully suggests what I believe the 

young man was saying about his professor. 

The majority of the people do not steal, cheat on exams, 

offer bribes to officers of the law, or fail to pay their debts. 

Many people, however, indulge frequently in a kind of higher dis-

honesty. Politicians who are not statesmen do so and call it 

compromise. University graduates often practice dishonesty 

negatively by failing to play their proper roles in society, by 

avoiding an unpleasant issue rather than by taking a stand and 

remaining unassailable. 
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The article by Governor Collins in a recent issue of a 

national magazine is. an encouraging example of integrity and 

honesty in public life. Extremists for or against integration are 

not likely to be satisfied with the Governor's conclusions, but 

the character of the man shines through the entire article. No 

person reading it could believe tllat it was the product of a ghost 

writer, a charlatan or a demagogue. This represents the kind 

of honesty which I hope the Florida State University has helped 

you to make a part of your character and personality. 

The educated man or woman accepts nothing at its face 

value, but rather turns within for objective judgments, based 

upon reflection, experience, and the wisdom of those who have 

helped to liberate his mind. 

The educated man or woman will live life to the hilt because 

he will continue to learn; he will be challenged by the social 

problems of the community in which he lives; he will be eager to 

be a part of the cultural activities at hand; he will be reading 

and studying and always have before him the pile of books he 

wants to read. 

His independence of spirit will make him a free .man. We 

would be less than honest to suggest that any man or woman is 

completely free. Freedom is a subtle concept as freedom carries 

with it obligations, just as authority entails responsibility at 

all levels. No one is free to live outside the law, but freedom 

and in de pen den c e fro m the m un dan e, the 0 r din a r y, the p e de 's t ria n 
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are both legal and exciting. There is freedom of judgment for 

the citizen as there is freedom of inquiry for the professor. 

There is rewarding freedom in helping to mold, rather than to 

follow public opinion. The tension between complete freedom 

and responsibility calls upon the talents and training of the 

individual. 

We honor you today because we believe you have reached 

an important milestone in your education. We shall continue to 

concern ourselves with you because your mind and personality 

are marked indelibly by your experiences in this institution. 

You are 0 u r par tic u I ar pro d u c t , and wet a k e p rid e ins end i n g you 

forth with our label. 

Conversely we hope that you leave your Alma Mater with 

satisfaction and pride. It is my fervent hope that the first year 

of ~dministration will not be remembered only for having 

widened the gates in front of Westcott and having removed the 

raincoats from the Bermuda shorts. 

We have attempted to create the tone of a university as we 

begin the second decade of the Florida State University. Tone is 

not tangible or apparent to the eye; it is like the sap of the tree 

which permeates everything from the roots to the smallest leaves, 

,giving the tree its breadth and scope. We want the tone of this 

university to produce a tree that is sturdy and solid, but we 

hope that it will also be graceful and beautiful. 
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another good omen. Our cumulative total of research grants 

and contract funds available during this year is $1,225,000. 

greater by $487,000 than during any previous year. 

In my inaugural speech I said that money does not make a 

university distinguished, but it helps. The Board of Control 

has already approved salary increases for the faculty for the 

next biennium which we hope will have the approval of the Board 

of Education and ultimately the active support of the next 

legislature. Our present competitive position is not as good as 

it should be, but the proposed increases will help us continue to 

attract to our faculty men and women of distinction. The charm 

of Florida, and more particularly of Tallahassee, gives us a 

distinct advantage, but that is only one of the important factors 

a prospective faculty member considers. He may ask whether 

he will be coming to a university where there is excitement about 

learning, and we can answer yes. He may ask whether the state 

is harmonious politically, and whether the university is inde-

pendent in the true sense, and we can answer yes. He may ask 

whether his research interests will be respected and supported, 

and we can answer yes. 

We sometimes chafe under the legal checks and balances 

which suggest bureaucracy in spending the money allotted to us 

by the legislature, and the Boards, but these minor annoyances 

do not alter the fact that Florida's expansion has given it a new 

awareness of its educational responsibilities. 
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Simultaneously the public itself is being slowly educated to 

the pleasures of contributing private funds to a state institution 

of learning. I consider one of my teaching functions that of show-

ing the wealthy how little it costs to make substantial gifts for 

good purposes. When I was asked about the ethics of such appeals 

when there are private colleges in our state which must have funds 

in order to exist, I explained that every gift to F.S" U. marks an 

additional step in the educational process of the public, and that 

the private institutions gain rather th.,an lose by the entire move

ment. We are not competing with private institutions for funds; 

we are strengthening the case for distinction in all colleges and 

universities. 

Intellectually we are not competing with anyone. C ompeti-

tion in the sports arena is healthy but of transitory import. We 

want first-class state universities in Florida, and superior 

private colleges and universities. Florida and our country will 

be greater when all are operating at their highest possible level. 

We feel a sense of pride that we have given you a superior 

education, the best that we could possibly offer. We applaud 

you for the successful accomplishment of your goal. We believe 

that you will always be able to say with pride that you are a 

graduate of the Florida State University, and we trust that, as 

the years pass and you continue your education, we shall point 

with pride to your continued accomplishments. 


	FSU_HPUA_2001012_B1800_F08_13_001
	FSU_HPUA_2001012_B1800_F08_13_002
	FSU_HPUA_2001012_B1800_F08_13_003
	FSU_HPUA_2001012_B1800_F08_13_004
	FSU_HPUA_2001012_B1800_F08_13_005
	FSU_HPUA_2001012_B1800_F08_13_006

