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Our presence here today testifies to a tradition that stands 

like a rock, immovable and solid. We meet today as educators 

and friends of education to renew our faith in the universality of 

knowledge , in the dignity of man, and in the future of a specific 

institution, the Florida State University. 

Several years ago the architect of the ~thedral of Chartres , 
;:r~ ~ ~ ·~:x.fl 

France, visited the University of Chicago and lecture~ . t . 
/\ 

During the course of his talk, he referred to the fact that he held 

the same position his father had held, and that his grandfather 

had held before him . Then the lecturer said with moving sim-

plicity, "1n 1875 we decided to move t~ portion of a flying 

buttress , as we saw no necessity for its presence in that partic-

ular spot. II 

As I looked at this man of perhaps forty , 1 suddenly realized 

that he could not possibly have participated in a decision made 

about the architecture of the Chartres Cathedral in 1875. I a 1 so 

suddenly realized tha 't this man had a sense of history ., that he 

belonged to a tradition , to actual events that had taken place before 

his birth. He had become identified with these events as a part 

of his life as well as of his profession . Something which he loved 

and cherished had existed in the past and would continue int o the 

future , and he and his family Were a part of it. 

One of the most satisfactory al"chitectural plans of the world 

is that of Paris. Paris has become a symbol of the kind of 
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excellence which can be achieved when wise , sincere, cultivated 

men work together. It is not just the quaintness of her little 

streets, nor the grandeur of her boulevards. nor the beauty of 

her cathedrals and palaces , nor the resounding echoes of her 

kings and poets and artists and philosophers. Paris represents 

harmony of the old and the new. It was not necessary for one 

generation to tear down what had existed before to make - way :Cor 

the new. But it'!!.!. n e c e 8 s a r y for men 0 f vis ion and i mag ina t ion 

to appreciate what was good of the old to harmonize it with the 

new. To have preserved slums because they were old would have 

been all irresponsible as to preserve cUltom. which are no longer 

sensible because they are customs. 

We are told that when Napoleon planned the Arc de Triomphe, 

y 
he decreed that the slums between the Louvre and the Arc should 

be demolished so that a clear and unobstructed vista might be 

po.sible. As one stands today befor .e the Louvlre and views the 

vaat panorama stretching to the distant Arc de Triomphe , one 

understands how farsighted men may plan with clarity while main-

tai.ning their sense of history and tJ"adition. 

Our Southern states aJ"e J"ich in tradition , and from this tra-

dition, we Southerners del"lve a peculiar feeling of history. It 

is a feeling that is distinct from our allegiance to our nation, and 

perhaps even more primitive in origin; yet at the same time it is a 

part of our feeling for our country, its institutions and its mean-

ing. We recognize that the greatness of our nation is not i.n its 
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uniformity. but in its diversity. Intelligent Southerners appre .. 

eiate what has gone before; today they are evaluating it with 

understanding. seeking to preserve what is best in tradition and 

to discard that which slums symbolize. be they educational. 

social or political. We cannot be an island of dreams in a sea 

of practicality. 

There is no "Southern" education, no "Soutbern ll justiGe ., no 

"So uthern " brand of democracy. The great concepts of education, 

justice and democracy do not submit to geographical modifiers. 

The charm and urbanity of the Southern way of life should not 

blind U$ to the eS8ential quality of great ideals. We must seek to 

interpret the South in terms of these ideals, rather than these 

ideals in term8 of the South. 

~ Change i. everywhere, perhapo nowhere more ohviously than 

in the South, and perhaps nowhere in the South more than at this 

university. It is our desire that the next generation find that we 

have created clear, unobstructed vistas. T his i 8 not !!l...Y u n i v e 1" -

8 i t Y 0 r y £~!. u n i v e r sit y; it is, rat her, £~!. un i v e r 8 i t y; i t bel 0 n g s 

to the generations who have already given \t their allegiance, just 

as it belongs to the generations who are yet to come. 

The thousands of graduates of our predecessor institution, the 

Florida State College for Women , testify to the distinguished 

educational leadership of Mr. Murphree and Mr. Conradi. Mr . 

Murphree presided over the institution during a critical period of 

change and laid the foundations so fulsomely developed by his 
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successor, Mr. Conradi. Who could estimate the influence of 

Mr. Conradi and his faculty on thousands of women? 

~ What has happened in the past few years I have termed a 

miracle in the academic world. In little more than a decade of 

its life as a university. Florida State has tripled its enrollment; 

built acres of classrooms , dormitories, gymnasiums, stadiums, 

auditoriums, laboratories and a magnificent librarYi established 

a dozen schools and divisions; attracted hundreds of additional 

distinguished faculty members and embarked upon advanced stud-

ies and research in many areas. Happily, quality and quantity 

have gone hand in hand. 

Wi t h this tremendous development we must ever aBsociate the 

name of Doak S . Campbell. 

Today we salut ,e our predeceseors as we enter upon a new 

phase of university development. The dignity of age and the vigor 

of youth give us courage and hope. 

Aristotle declared three thousand years ago that it was impos .. 

sible for a man to be good withou.t being wise or to be wise with-

out being good , and a cynical friend of mine added that one could 

receive a PhD in many i.nstitutions without being either good or 

wi s e . 

A university ' s first responsibility must be to the intellect , 

but it must not neglect its search for moral and spiritual perfec .. 

t ion. A university must have the wisdom and goodness to educate 

its students for livi.ng with other men and with themselves. 
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Nearly a hundred years ago Thomas Henry Huxley defined aptly 

the product of a liberal education: 

"That man, If said Huxley, " has had a liberal education 

who has been so trained in youth that his body is the 

ready servant of his will . and does with ease and pleas. 

ure all the work that. as a mechanism, it is capable 

of; whose intellect is a clear, cold , logic engine. with 

all its parts of equal strength. and in smooth working 

ot'der; ready. like a steam engine, to be turned to any 

kind of work. and spin the gossamers as well as for ge 

the anchors of the mind; whose mind is stored w~th a 

knowledge of the great and fundamental truths of nature 

and of the laws of her opera -tionSI one who. no stunted 

a~cetic. is full of life and fire. but whose passions 

are trained to come to heel by a. vigorous will, the serv

ant of a tender c;onscience; who has learned to love all 

beauty, whether of nature or of art. to hate all vile

ness and to respect others as himself. 11 

A college should provide for its students a liberal education, 

but a univer8ity has still an added reeponsibility. that of seek .. 

ing out the truth, which we call research. In this regard, the 

Florida has a particular responsibility to its citizens. 

For too tong Florida has been a debtor state edUcationally. 

n the national scene, 20 per cent of the undergraduate students 
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leave their own states fOl' education elsewhere; in Florida more 

than 27 per cent are doing 80. The figures at the graduate level 

are even less gratifying~ as nearly 39 per cent of our graduate 

students are educated elsewhere . while the national average is 

2S per cent. Unfortunately we lose twice as many graduate stu .. 

dents as we gain in the exchange. 

The answer to these figures is both obvi.ous and logical. 

Graduate education in this state has been inadequately advanced 

while t he state has had a phenomenal growth in wealth and popu .. 

lation. 

Graduate education is inexpensive in the long run. To the 

sharp eye of the budget offlcer it looks like luxury , as it entails 

distinguished professors, a high rati.o of fa.culty to students, 

space and equipment . special library collections . large fellow .. 

ships , aSldstan t ships and hou .sing for married students. No 

ins tit uti on has the rig h t to U. 8 e the title ~ n .!..~::..!..it.1 un 1 e s s it is 

more than a group of colleges and schoo l s . It must have an air 

of excitement about learning as its pervading tone; it must have 

graduate and professional areas where important work is under .. 

way, it must be dedicated to pure research as well as distin .. 

gut.hed teaching. We have earned the right at this institution to 

call oU1"selvesa university; we shall earn the right to be called 

a great university. 

1 have publicly asked for financial support from private 

individuals in order to attain the kind of distinction which we 
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hope to achieve, pointing out that such great state universities 

as Michigan and California have . large endowments to supplement 

the funds generously voted them by their legislatures. 

The first person to send a check was Mr. Reeves Bowen; 

initiating a practice we hope many others will follow. The first 

person to establish an endowment for the University was our new 

citizen , Dr. Charley K . Walt , recently retired after a long and 

di.stinguished career as a surgeon in Thomasville , Georgia. 

Dr . and Mrs. Wall have made · an initial gift to the University of 

mineral rights to a large property in Florida . The Charley K. 

and Margaret Wall Fund, 80 named despite their objections , will 

ultimately receive mineral rights to properties dispersed 

throughout the state . 1 have expressed to Dr. and Mrs. Wall our 

gratitude for their spontaneous generosi t y . and I have assured 

them that those properties will be fully explored. My fellow 

educators will applaud, with me . the terms of the gift. which 

leave the disposal of income to the discretion of the president of 

F . S . u. C!YJ~) 
Our distingui hed fellow citizen . Frank D. Moor, is making 

an annual contribution to bring outstanding lecturers to our 

campus. He has also si.gnified his int~ntion of later endowing 

the lectureship in honor of his wife. Beth Walton Moor, past 

president of the Alumni. Associatioll and one of the most beloved 

and respected women of Tallahassee and of Florida. 
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Dean Charles 1'1. Rove tta and I have shared together the 

pleasure of receiving a cash contribution of ten thousand dollars 

from We ldon G. S tarry. generous friend and patron of the Univer-

sity. The gift will be used to furnish the conference room in the 

handsome new building for the chool of Business. now nearing 

completion. The room will bear Mr. Starry's name as a recog-

nition of his thoughtful generosity. 

The academic community will share with me the unusual 

pleasure of announcing a substantial gift from a member of our 

faculty. Our beloved colleague. George Weichelt . has donated 

five thousand dollars to furnish the student-faculty lounge in 

the new building of the School of Business. 

In new grants trO'r r to the University we have already 

received since July I, 1957. thirty-eight thousand dollars more 

than the total for last yeal" and in scholarship funds. apart from 

the state scholarships, five thousand more than last year's total. 

Money does not make a university distinguished. but it helps. 

As we face the next decade in the life of this univel"sity we 

must call upon all the strength and all the support we can muster. 

We shall face many problems. but we shall face them frankly. 

\ honestly and courageously. 

I hope that we shall never waver in our devotion to truth. 

nor in our efforts to provide our young men and women with what 

Milton called a complete and generous education "which fits a 

m~n to perform justly, skillfully. and magnanimously all the 
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offie,e., both public and prlvate! 'Of peaee and war. H 

At the aame time 1 earnestly hope that we ca.n continue to 

dovelop our programs of graduate c\1catiun a.nd research. The 

teaching of the best that has been knowl\ and thought it done 'be.t 

'wben both student and teach l' labor together not only to know 

what ta already known but to push upward and outward tbe bound

a.r ie. of wbat can be k.nown. 

Today a. I .ta.nd before thla erudite .... embly. I feel a aenae 

of deep bumiHty. t\nged witb exbilaration. My debt to ()ut' gov

ernor'. th board of education. and the board of contr()1 t. 

immena.. M.y aratitode for th eympathetic support whlch 1 ha.ve 

received 'rom the facuUy, .tudent. and alumni is unlimited. My 

appreciation to the people Ql TaHah ••• ee wbo bave made \I. feel 

that thte l. our home and we aYe one. with them ia profound. My 

oxhita.ration stem. from the fact th&t, given all these blef.J.inge, 

with the ,uidance 01 Almighty God. we aha.tt make at Florida 

State a groat univeraity. 
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