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A president or dean of a university has many disappointments 

and frustrations, but he also has many real rewards. The greatest 

reward he can have is to see flourish and develop the talents of 

capable young men and women, and finally to see the laurel wreath 

placed upon their brows for their accomplishments. 

Tonight is a very special occasion as we honor these out-

standing young men and women, and at the same time, welcome 

back to our campus the alumni of this institution. Those who take 

the time and trouble to return to their campuses are more often 

than not the very ones who were being rewarded for their efforts 

some years ago. They are the people on whom we depend for 

support both moral and financial as we make of this a great univer-

sity. 

I have chosen to address my remarks more particularly to 

the alumni this evening since the members of the Garnet and the 

G old w 1. 1 1 s 0 0 n j 0 i nth e i r rank s . I am inclined to think that we 

sometimes neglect the opportunity to train our students for their 

roles as alumni. 

Before I assumed the presidency of this institution I received 

a few letters from FSCW alumnae who 

would restore FSU to the academic level 

with its expansion to university status. Others wrote asking for 

greater expansion. 
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In my opinion the transition from FSCW to FSU is one of the 

miracles of the academic world. In saying this I wish to pay 

public tribute to Dr. Campbell, Dr. Martin and all those members 

of the administration and faculty who contributed to this remark-

able achievement. I n ten s h 0 r t yea r s asp 1 en did worn a n I s colle g e 

has been transformed into an outstanding university. This period 

of transition is now complete, and we are ready to move forward 

to another era - that of making FSU a great university. 

There are several reasons why students and alumni should 

be proud of their institution. 

The quality of the faculty is very high. I am impressed by 

the dedication of this group of distinguished men and women and by 

their accomplishments. Everyone knows that we are entering a 

period of development in nuclear science. Time will be required 

for the building of the accelerator. While this is being done, Dr. 

Green has decided to spend this year ln Los Alamos in preparation 

for his role in this new venture. This is but an example of the 

kind of thing which FSU is doing in many areas. 

The new admissions policy of the university assures continued 

improvement of the quality of the student body. It is already good, 

but it will be even better. This is the first year in which selective 

admissions have been operative, and the quality of the freshmen 

class is already apparent on the basis of national tests. To some 

this might suggest intellectual snobbery. No greater service to 

this state and its citizens could be achieved than through an intelli-
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gent policy of selective admissions. Accepting all graduates of 

high schools represents a kind of wastefulness of human and 

physical resources which we can ill afford. It is not kind to 

accept a student in the fall and then send him home at the end of 

the first semester. It represents an expenditure of money and 

university resources; it represents heartbreak and frustration 

for the student and his family. Not every high school graduate 

is capable of accepting university education, and in my opinion 

the university fails in no way in selecting carefully those who 

are capable of being university students. 

If you will forgive my mentioning California, I might point 

to their academic success. The university has become recog-

nized as one of the great institutions of the world. Their system 

of junior colleges provides wide training for students in their 

home communities. From these the juniors are selected for the 

university, and it is interesting to note that the junior class at 

California is larger than the freshmen class. California and 

Michigan have for many years practiced selective admissions, 

and I consider them great universities. 

Alumni and students should be proud of the extra-curriculum 

of this institution. There is an air of friendliness prevalent 

everywhere, and bigness has not removed from the campus the 

best of the traditions of FSCW. This week I had the privilege of 

taking part in the senior investiture, a dignified ceremony found 

usually on small campuses. Most universities would not find the 
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time or the spirit for such affairs, but to me it was revealing of 

yet another facet of this special spirit which I find and hope to 

nourish at FSU. 

I have been much impressed by the spirit which exists between 

the coaches and the members of the football squad, and the genu

ine enthusiasm and support given them by the student body, faculty 

and citi.zens of this civilized community. Torn Nugent seems to 

me to exemplify the best in the tradition of sports - the coach 

who has the best interests of his team and those of the university 

always in mind. We all felt that we had won against North 

Carolina State even though the score seemed to give them a victory, 

(pro-football story) I hope to support intercollegiate athletics 

at this institution and pledge to do so, so long as they remain in 

their proper perspective, secondary to the academic program. 

I believe they will remain so. 

We are singularly blessed with a governor who has a partic

ular and personal interest in FSU and who himself has won the 

respect and admiration of the entire country; with our two out

standing senators who have represented this state with dignity 

and courage (Sen. Holland); with our own distinguished congress

man (Bob Sikes); and for the literate, intelligent and humane 

members of the board of control (Mr. Love and Dr. Miller). I 

have been in this state only a short period of time, but I am 

continually told by those who know that this is the best board of 

control the state has ever enjoyed, and I am convinced that this is 

t rue. 
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The greatest pride of students and alumni must, however, 

center about the spirit of this institution. There is an atmos-

phere in which important things are going on. 

lecture hier soir). 

(Archaeological 

How doG the alumni fit into this picture, what is their role? 

The FSU hopes to have an informed group of alumni through 

this state and nation who bear the imprint of their years on the 

campus. These are the men and women one will find participating 

actively in the affairs of their communities; these are the people 

who will explain and represent their university and build for it 

what Wendell Willkie used to call a reservoir of good will. 

They will often fail to understand some of the changes that 

go on from time to time, but . they will earnestly attempt to under

stand, and failing that, they will withhold their judgments until 

they do. For they will have learned not to prejudge. (Prejudiced 

man in Pensacola) Educated men and women keep open minds. If 

we fail to help our students think independently about problems 

and to arrive at their own conclusions, then we shall fail as a 

university. I do not believe that we will fail. 

At a more active level, the alumni should support the alumni 

association. And I hope that they will assist us in building a large 

endowment for the University. Even an institution supported by 

the state has quite special needs. Among the most important, at 

present, are large fellowships at the graduate level. It is possible 

to have a good college without large expenditures, but a good 
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graduate school is an im.possibility without adequate libraries, 

special equipm.ent, and the faculty and student body to use them. 

properlY.(I' shall bend every effort to accum.ulate for this insti 

tution a lar ge endowm.ent to assist in m.aking it a greate r insti

tution. (Rockefeller stor;l 

The alum.ni can be very helpful in encouraging outstanding 

students to choose FSU. And they can assi.st us in finding those 

excellent young m.en and wom.en who deserve an education but who 

cannot afford even our m.odest fees. We propose to broaden the ....., 
scope of assistance to such students by"com.bination of loans, 

scholarships and work opportunities. We should not waste these 

hum.an resources any m.ore than we should dissipate them. on people 

who are not deserving. 

And when the students leave the university, the alum.ni can 

often assist them. in finding their proper roles in the com.m.unities 

to which they go and in enrolling them. in the activities of the 

local club as well. 

We m.em.bers of the staff, faculty, adm.inistration of your 

university have our responsibilities to you. We m.ust m.ai.ntain 

the high quality of your university. We m.ust cherish and nourish 

the independence of thought and inquiry that will m.ake this a g reat 

institution. We can best serve this state and its citizens by 

m.aking this a great university. Som.e of the results of our labors 

will be tangible and easily understood; others, often m.ore 

im.portant, are difficult to recognize and assess. The lone 

scholar who laid the foundations for sputnik worked alone and 
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unrecognized at the end of the seventeenth century. Others have 

m.ade sim.ilar contributions without being understood or appreciated 

in their life tim.e. We in the university m.ust be ever sensitive to 

the support and encouragem.ent of research scholars and protect 

the m.. 

My fellow Georgian, Erskine Caldwell, author of that dubious 

work of art, Tobacco Road once said that the south is where the 

second best will do. I reject such cynicism.. The south is where 

only the first class will do. And FSU is where only greatness will 

suffice. I trust that you, all of you, students, alum.ni and friends 

will join m.e in this goal which I have announced, "Let's m.ake this 

a great university". 
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